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Building up to Vancouver
The build-up to our Congress in Vancouver, 12 - 16 September 2010,
is now well under way, and along with this newsletter we are circulating
the ﬁrst of our regular World Congress Updates.
Members watching the Winter Olympics will have been struck by what
a magniﬁcent venue the city is for international gatherings.
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While the two countries contrast strongly, they will both provide
fascinating and historic venues for the Union’s discussions. Both
now also have a strong professional community addressing major air
quality challenges.
Dates, host cities and congress themes are expected to be announced
at the Vancouver Congress in September.
Regional Meetings
EFCA - Following EFCA’s successful workshop on Climate-Air
Pollution Co-Beneﬁts last year, a further meeting is being planned for
later this year, after the Vancouver meeting, with a particular focus on
practical action at the local level.
2011 - The Secretariat would welcome proposals from member
organisations for hosting future regional meetings for consideration
by the Executive Committee in the next few months. For 2011
preliminary possibilities include Italy and Finland.

Autumn colours in north Vancouver
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Reﬂections on Copenhagen
It has been difﬁcult to make out whether or not we
made progress at the Copenhagen climate talks in
December. The 15th Conference of the Parties to
the UN FCCC, certainly failed to match the scale of
the climate challenge. The scientiﬁc consensus was
and is that signiﬁcant cuts in emission of greenhouse
gases are required and that the longer the world
community put off a decision, the greater the risk of
dangerous climate change in future. However, there
was a mountain to climb: although some parties had
well prepared positions, it became clear that there
were too many with extreme political difﬁculties.
The outcome is a rather mixed bag of good intentions recorded in the Copenhagen Accord, including
provisions for each party to the FCCC to give either
clear commitments to the reduction of greenhouse
gases or a clear statement of measures to be
taken, provisions for a US$30 billion fund to ﬁnance
measures in those countries least about to afford
them and provisions for improved measures to
prevent deforestation and forest degradation.
However, as we go to press, the agreement has
failed its ﬁrst test as the deadline for submission of
targets and measures, 31 January 2010, has been
postponed.
This has serious consequences for the wider environmental agenda. It has been difﬁcult enough over
the past year to be heard on matters that are not
intimately connected to policies of climate mitigation and we can only expect this to become worse in
the rush to create something to ﬁll the Copenhagen
vacuum. For many IUAPPA Member organisations,
with complex and multi-faceted environmental
policies to champion, this will be a testing time.
However, there are considerable gains to be had
from persisting. The emerging consensus is that
there is considerable potential synergy between air
quality and climate policy. Both IUAPPA and regional
organisations, for example, in Europe, EFCA, have
held international meeting to explore the potential
for synergy. Many strands of air quality policy work
well alongside climate policy. Improved public
transport, for example, has the double beneﬁts of
reducing pollution from individual passenger cars
and of allowing more fuel efﬁciency in individual
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journeys. These opportunities have to be grasped
with both hands: climate policy needs the quick
wins and public proﬁle of improved air quality and
air quality needs the political traction of climate
policy. However, we have also been reminded that
there are areas where there is a conﬂict between
air quality aims and the aim of climate mitigation.
Switching light duty vehicle ﬂeets to diesel, for
example, might well deliver a lower carbon footprint
but without controls on emissions of ﬁne particles,
risks making urban air quality much worse. The
added cost of a particle trap may well reduce the
apparent cost effectiveness of the switch to diesel
in simple terms of carbon reduction but certainly
makes sense if the health effects are included in
the calculation.
The message of this is that, in their rush to save
the planet from catastrophic climate change, policy
makers must be persuaded not to go for “simple
brutal carbon reductions” at the expense of the
wider environmental agenda. There is enough
synergy between environmental aims to set aside
quick but dirty wins.
01-5388 IUAPPA-Newsletter:Layout 1

2/22/10

3:05 PM

15th International Union of Air
Pollution Prevention and Environmental
Protection Associations’ (IUAPPA)
World Clean Air Congress

Advert 87 mm x 130 mm

September 12-16, 2010
Vancouver, British Columbia,
Canada

Visit www.iuappa2010.com
for more Congress information

2

Page 1

Regional Conference
Better Air Quality for North Africa:
Tunis 23 - 25 November 2009
The 2009 IUAPPA Regional Conference was a great
success, with an impressive programme of high
quality papers and some excellent discussions. This
was the ﬁrst time that IUAPPA met in North African
and it proved an opportunity to meet colleagues
involved in environmental issues in the region and
to ﬁnd out more about their concerns.
It was also the ﬁrst time that IUAPPA had linked
up with other international organisations for its
regional meeting, co-operating in this case with
UNEP and the Sahara-Sahel Observatory, two of
its partners in the Global Forum. This partnership
both strengthened the meeting and gave added
weight to its conclusions.
The meeting was opened by H.E. Nadhir Hamada
the Minister of Environment and Sustainable
Development of Tunisia who underlined how
important it would be to address sources of air
pollution in North Africa and the beneﬁts to health
that would follow. Following the opening, there were
ﬁve main sessions.
Air Pollution and the Urban Environment, an
update on problems worldwide and progress in
addressing them. This session focused in particular
on the problems associated with managing the
impacts of transport growth in mega cities, in
particular in managing air quality. There were
special contributions on the air quality situation in
each of the North African countries.
Health Impacts of Air Pollution, with an
assessment of impacts in North Africa and an
analysis of international trends.
Reducing the Impact of Transport and Industrial
Emissions, with an analysis of the international
context and a particular emphasis on strategies
that might best reduce pollution burdens in North
Africa.
Increasing Public Awareness, with contributions
from Government and NGOs.
Opportunities for Regional Action, a session
in which the wider issues of air management at a
regional and global scale were considered.
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In all, the participants, including delegations from
all six North African countries, many other parts
of Africa and representatives from some eight
international bodies, heard over 40 presentations
during the three days of the conference. There
were many common threads in the issues raised:
rapid urban growth driving demand for transport
and with it high levels of urban air pollution; high
natural background levels of suspended particulate
from arid areas and the intense sun light driving
photochemical pollution. Clearly, given this, there is
high regional concern about the health impacts of air
pollution but for some countries, notably Mauritania,
there are also concerns about the impacts of air
pollution on food security. Photochemical pollution
in these very arid parts of the word, exacerbated by
intense heat, puts current, barely adequate, levels
of production at risk.
There is, however, much activity in the search
for regional solutions and it was pleasing to see
so many civil societies at the meeting, including
the IUAPPA Member organisation, Women for
Sustainable Development. There is clearly a
strong interest in working together, growing both
from commercial interests, in cleaner fuels, for
example, and from the recognition that air pollution
issues have a transboundary component. The
development of regional air monitoring systems
with cooperation in sharing information is likely to
be an initial outcome of the Workshop, following a
contribution from a representative invited from the
European Monitoring and Evaluation Programme.
There is also the prospect of movement towards
a regional agreement on air quality management.
IUAPPA and the Global Forum will be there to
support these initiatives and will no doubt wish to
draw on the experience and expertise in member
organisations.
The meeting ended with the preparation of
conclusions on the frameworks and options
for improving air quality in North Africa. These
conclusions are being assembled into a paper for
submission to the Arab Maghreb Union, arguing
for the establishment of an Inter-Governmental
Network on Air pollution in North Africa, to spearhead regional initiatives for the improvement of air
quality in the region.
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International Board Meeting
The IUAPPA International Board met in conjunction
with the Regional Conference in Tunis, on Sunday
22 November and Tuesday 24 November 2009.
Board members heard from the IUAPPA President,
Alan Gertler (AWMA), about the programme
for the 2010 World Congress, which is to be
held in Vancouver 12 - 16 September 2010 www.iuappa2010.com.

They

considered

new

guidelines for organising World Congresses in
future and venues for future congresses, notably
Turkey and South Africa.
Progress reports were given on the Global
Atmospheric Forum and on the Transport and
Urban Air Quality Management Seminar series.
Encouraged by the Tunis event, the Board agreed
that Regional meetings were an excellent means of
reaching out to new members and exploring topics
that resonated on a regional level. The possibility
of a 2011 meeting in Finland, to be organised with
EFCA, and similar cooperation in meetings in Italy
on particulate pollution and in France on the codevelopment of climate change and air pollution
agenda were welcomed.
Much attention was also given to changes in the
Union’s Communication Strategy. Board members
had a ﬁrst sight of the new format for the website
prior to its introduction on 1 February. They also
heard proposals for a new edition of the IUAPPA
compendium of legislation and practice, Clean Air
Around the World to be published as a web-based
resource, and conﬁrmed the decision to publish
a Triennial Review of the Union’ work prior to the
Vancouver Congress.
The liveliest debate, however, centred on options
for developing the Union’s role and membership
structure. Work on these issues will continue over
the coming months with the aim of reaching a
conclusion at the next Board Meeting in September
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Black Carbon: A Key Issue for
Climate and Air Pollution?
Through its work with the GAP Forum IUAPPA
has been closely involved in raising and
exploring the issue of black carbon. Members
who attended the Special Meeting on Regional
Particulate Pollution at the Brisbane World
Congress in 2007 will recall that the potential
signiﬁcance of Black Carbon emerged as the
over-arching conclusion.
Many important projects and initiatives are
now developing on this issue around the world,
including the work of the Arctic Council, the
‘Bounding the role of black carbon in climate’
initiative of the IGAC/SPARC atmospheric
chemistry & climate initiative, USEPA initiatives
on short-term warming agents; and the
International Council on Clean Transportation
(ICCT) multi-year effort on non-CO2 pollution
and transportation.
For IUAPPA the most important is UNEP’s
commissioning of a Global Black Carbon
and Tropospheric Ozone Assessment to
raise awareness amongst decision makers
and scientiﬁc advisors engaged in policy
development to address both climate change
and air pollution. Such an assessment is
extremely important given that these pollutants
are not currently considered under the
UNFCCC. As such, urgent action to decrease
concentrations of black carbon and ozone in
the atmosphere could provide opportunities,
not only for signiﬁcant air pollution beneﬁts
(eg food security, human health, carbon
sequestration) but also for climate change.
Since the pollutants are short lived, rapid
climate beneﬁts may be realised helping to
slow global warming and avoid crossing critical
temperature and environmental thresholds.
IUAPPA will be closely in touch with the UNEP
assessment through the GAP Forum which is
forming the secretariat for the assessment in
collaboration with UNEP. The ﬁnal assessment
report is scheduled for release at the end of
2010 but it is hoped that preliminary conclusions
will be ready by the time of the Vancouver
meeting.
For more information visit: www.gapforum.org
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Global Atmospheric Pollution Forum: Progress So Far
IUAPPA initiated the Global Atmospheric Pollution
Forum (GAP Forum) ﬁve years ago in 2004. As we
shall this year be completing the major programme
funded principally by the Swedish International Cooperative Development Agency, it is timely to take
stock of what progress has been made under it in our
three core activity areas:
Developing and supporting regional networks: the GAP
Forum has helped establish new regional networks
throughout Africa and for Latin America and the
Caribbean. For example, the work of the GAP Forum
has promoted the adoption at ministerial level of three
new regional agreements on air pollution issues in
African sub regions during 2008 and 2009: the Lusaka
Agreement for Southern Africa in 2008; the Nairobi
Agreement for Eastern Africa in 2008; and the Abidjan
Agreement for West and Central Africa in 2009.
Progress is now being made toward the adoption of
similar agreements for North Africa and Latin America
and the Caribbean in 2010. The GAP Forum has also
found resources to support convergence and cooperation among the three networks already in place
in Asia.
Technical co-operation and capacity building: in
2006, a major Forum project entitled ‘Developing
and Disseminating International Good Practice in
Emissions Inventory Compilation’ was successfully
completed. It is now being considered for use in many
air pollution networks beyond current application in
the Malé Declaration countries of South Asia and the
Southern African Development Community (SADC)
countries of the Air Pollution Information Networks for
Africa (APINA), including EANET, CAI-Asia (trials are
ongoing in a Chinese city as a follow-up to emission
inventory training to nine Chinese cities in December
2007, Beijing) and the Atmospheric Brown Cloud (ABC)
Asia initiative that has now produced an emissions
inventory manual derived from the GAP Forum manual
approach.
The success of the emissions manual has now
motivated production of similar style manuals on health
impact assessment and air pollution monitoring tailored

to the capacity building needs of developing countries
and compatible with current international practices.
Clarifying global air quality issues and promoting
relevant institutional responses: In response to the
GAP Forum’s initial perception that scientiﬁc advances
were creating the need for a new focus on air pollution
problems and responses at the global and hemispheric
scales, and a need to develop new institutions, the
GAP Forum started simply with promoting debate and
discussion of the options as opportunity arose, and then
moved on to publishing a short discussion paper which,
without identifying any one speciﬁc approach, identiﬁed
some eight ‘pathways’ by which progress could be
made incrementally. The GAP Forum has since sought
to follow up on several of these ‘pathways’, and in
particular have given priority to what currently appears
to be the most signiﬁcant and potentially most effective
way forward - the opportunities to link climate change
and air pollution mitigation and reap co-beneﬁts.
The major strength of the GAP Forum is that it provides
a forum for free discussion for the secretariats of all
the major air pollution networks around the world and
international bodies such as UNEP. Looking forward
to IUAPPA’s 15th World Congress to be held in
Vancouver next year, it is clear that some of key issues
for consideration there are:
• the recently commissioned UNEP assessment
of the short-lived climate forcers black carbon and
tropospheric ozone;
• the outcome of COP 15 in Copenhagen and how it
links to key pollutants that act as short-lived climate
forcers and also impact on human health, water and
food security and the environment;
• ﬁnding a way of carry forward regional management
of air pollution issues by strengthening the capacity
and technical know-how of the emerging networks.
For more information visit: www.gapforum.org
Kevin Hicks

World Atlas of Atmospheric Pollution
- Available at Discount Rates Highly acclaimed reference work, published in 2008. Edited by
Ranjeet Sokhi, University of Hertfordshire, UK.
Provides a global overview of atmospheric pollution in the 21st
century and its impact on our environment - long-range transport;
climate change; ozone depletion; environmental and health effects;
future trends and MUCH MORE.
144 full colour pages, with over 150 maps, photographs and
illustrations.
Available at a signiﬁcant discount - visit www.iuappa.com
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New Turkish Journal Launched
Aysen Muezzinoglu writes: We have recently launched a new international
journal titled “Atmospheric Pollution Research (APR)”. APR is a
publication of Turkish National Committee for Air Pollution Research and
Control (TUNCAP).
APR is published using an open access publication model, meaning
that all interested readers are able to freely access the journal online
without the need for a subscription fee at: http://www.atmospolres.com/
index.html.
The journal has a distinguished Editorial Board with extensive academic
qualiﬁcations, ensuring that the journal maintains high scientiﬁc standards
and has a broad international coverage. A current list of the journal’s
editors can be found at: http://www.atmospolres.com/editorial.html.
We would like to invite you to submit an article to APR, which provides a
rapid forum for the dissemination of original research as well as review
articles on air pollution and all related topics.

Editorial Advisor

People

John Murlis
Finance/Administration
Peter Mitchell
Published by
The International Union of
Air Pollution Prevention and
Environmental Protection
Associations
Mail to:
Oakwood House
11 Wingle Tye Road
Burgess Hill
West Sussex RH15 9HR
United Kingdom
Email: iuappa@btinternet.com
Tel: +44 1444 236848
Website: www.iuappa.com
Registered Ofﬁce:
44 Grand Parade
Brighton BN2 9QA
United Kingdom
Reproduction of articles is permitted
provided that acknowledgement of
the source is made.
February 2010

IUAPPA Newsletter - February 2010

New President for EFCA
We congratulate Jean-Marie Rambaud, who has been elected
President of EFCA (The European Federation of Clean Air and
Environmental Protection Associations) for the next three years. JeanMarie is the Vice President and International Coordinator of APPA,
l’Association pour la Prévention de la Pollution Atmosphérique and
is based in Paris. He succeeds Giuseppe Fumarola, the President of
CSIA/ATI, il Comitato di Studio per l’Inquinamento Atmosferico della
Associanzione Termotecnica Italiana
Jean-Marie Rambaud brings a strong legal and policy background
to this important role. He has degrees in Public Law and in Political
Sciences and worked for Electricité de France before becoming Director
of APPA in 1999. He has organised many EFCA activities, notably
the recent symposium “How to ﬁght Air Pollution and Climate Change
together effectively in Europe” in Strasbourg last year. Upon his
retirement in 2007 he became Vice-President of APPA and Chief Editor
of the scientiﬁc journal “Pollution Atmosphérique”. He has been EFCA’s
Vice-President since 2006.
Mike Kelly takes over at AWMA
At AWMA, the Executive Director, Adrianne Carolla, has left. Past
President Bob Hall took her place as an interim and in January Mike
Kelly was appointed to succeed Adrianne. He will lead Association
operations and implement business and operational strategies, growing
membership, and enhancing relationships with senior government
ofﬁcials and industry executives.
Prior to joining AWMA, Mike worked as a contractor with the Home
Builder’s Association of Greater Chicago and as the Chief Executive
Ofﬁcer of the National Kitchen and Bath Association, the leading trade
association for the kitchen and bath industry. He is a trustee on the
National Board of Destination Imagination, a not-for-proﬁt organisation
working on international youth education and leadership. He has an MBA
in Marketing with a secondary in International Finance from Fairleigh
Dickinson University, New Jersey USA. His ﬁrst degree was in Business
Management and Computer Decision Sciences.
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